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ADMISSION / CONTACT INFORMATION 

ADMISSION  RATES: 
The following rates apply to school groups that 

have pre-registered.  In order to expedite entry 

into the Park, ALL fees should be collected from 

students BEFORE you arrive at the park, and 

should be held by the lead bus. 

 
Teachers         FREE 

Students & Chaperones                      $2.00/person 

Ages 3 and Under                   FREE 

Wildlife Prairie State Park Members*      FREE                          

Bus Drivers         FREE 
 

*Please note: Wildlife Prairie State Park Members may enter 

FREE OF CHARGE, with verification.  Please bring a copy of stu-

dent’s membership card(s) the day of your trip. 

HOURS OF OPERATION: 
Dates of Operation:* 

March 1  – 2nd Sunday in December 

Hours: 10 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Daily – March 1st through March 31st  

Daily – November 1st through mid-December 

9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Daily – April 1st through Fri. before Memorial Day 

weekend   

Daily – Tues. after Labor Day through Oct. 31st  

9 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
Daily – Memorial Day Weekend  - Labor Day Weekend 

The Park will be closed from  

Mid-December through February 
(Lodging, banquets and special programming will still be 

available during this time.) 

* Winter months: Schools that wish to visit Wildlife 

Prairie State Park during the winter months may do so by 

reservation. 

  

CONTACT  INFORMATION: 
 

If you have questions or wish to schedule a field  

experience or program by phone, please contact the   

Education Department: 

 

      Telephone:  (309) 676-0998 ext.6758 

E-mail:  bonniecannon@wildlifeprairiestatepark.org 
 

Or visit our website:  

www.wildlifeprairiestatepark.org 

We are just 10 miles west of Downtown Peoria and 2 ½ miles south of I-74.   

Take I-74, to Exit 82 or I-474, to Exit 3 and follow the signs.   

 

The ticket gate will direct your bus to the circular drive in the main area.  Please do not exit the bus until a uni-

formed staff member has greeted your group.  Once busses are unloaded, please park in the bus parking lot, lo-

cated north of the main parking lots.  

Please do not park in the circle drive for any length of time longer than  

loading or unloading students. 
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 Check out our Teacher Resource Page! 
   We offer a variety of check-out trunks for your 

             classroom—FREE OF CHARGE! 
                   (See descriptions on page 4.)  

REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

Registration: 
  *To schedule a field experience, complete and mail the Registration form on page 9, or contact the    

    Education Department by phone, 309-676-0998, ext. 6758 or e-mail  

    bonniecannon@wildlifeprairiestatepark.org. 

  *To schedule an EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM, please call 676-0998 ext. 6758 for details.  Programs  

    are described on pages 6 & 7.  

  *Program reservations must be made at least 10 days in advance.  

Confirmation: 
 *Approximately 1 month before your trip, we will mail you a confirmation letter. 

 *If you have registered for an EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM, a packet with corresponding curricula is 

    available for download through the wildlifeprairiestatepark.org website (click on Education Center).    

  Adult Supervisors: 
  *School groups visiting Wildlife Prairie State Park MUST be supervised at all times while on park  

     property. 

   We require 1 adult chaperone to be responsible for a maximum of 10 students. 

 --Students MUST stay with an adult chaperone at all times. 

--Never feed the animals, with the exception of the domestic farm animals in the Pioneer  

Area.  Feeding stations accept quarters only. 

--Do not climb on or deface Park property.  This includes 

tearing leaves or branches from trees.         

    --Enjoy the quiet, and walk.  Running is permitted only in         

  playground areas.   

    --Do not litter.  Please recycle when possible! 

     --Food and drinks are not allowed on the animal trails. 
    --Chewing gum is not allowed in the park. 

    --Collecting flowers, twigs, feathers, etc. is not permitted.  
 

Students who disregard these rules will be asked to leave the park. 
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TEACHER INFORMATION 
  

 1. Spend time in class by incorporating wildlife, nature, or conservation themes into classroom activities.   

      We offer a variety of materials including books and CD-ROMs (see below for descriptions). 

2. Collect fees for admission and programs at least one day before the trip. All money should be    

      held in the lead bus to expedite admission.  Cash, checks, VISA, Discover and MasterCard are accepted. 

3. Make nametags for your students.  For the health and safety of our animals, please attach nametags with yarn or 

string.  Just in case . . . choose a central location in the event children get separated from their chaperones. 

4. Inform your students and chaperones whether or not they will be visiting the Gift Shops. 

5. Dress for the weather.  Shoes and clothing should be comfortable.  Suggest wearing clothes that students won’t 

mind getting dirty and dressing in layers to accommodate changing weather conditions. 

Wildlife Prairie State Park is a checkout site for the following Educational Items from the  

Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) Division of Education:  

CD-ROMs: 
Aquatic Illinois- Designed for use with students in grades 5-9, it includes lessons, teacher background information, a video, 

frog calls, and more.  All lessons are correlated to the Illinois Learning Standards. 
 

Career Opportunities in the Illinois Department of Natural Resources- You’ll find career descriptions, interviews, a 

video, photographs, a self-assessment quiz and more.  Designed for grades 7-12. 
 

Illinois Biodiversity- Discover the wonders of our state through the innovative lessons of Illinois Biodiversity Basics, scenes of 

wildlife and habitats in the ―Biodiversity of Illinois‖  and supplemental activities.  Designed for grades 5-10. 
 

Illinois Birds- Supplemental materials, including the ―One bird-Two Habitats‖ unit, are included.  Designed for grades 4-6. 
 

Kids for Trees- Includes lessons, teacher background information, videos, and more.  Designed for grades K-3. 
 

Wild Mammals of Illinois- Includes lessons, background information, videos, sounds, and more.  Designed for grades 4-6. 
 

RESOURCE KITS: 
   Illinois Aquatic Trunk - Includes books, posters, water sampling tools, CDs, videos and activities to teach about the biological, 

     historical, chemical and other aspects of water.  Designed for grades 5-9. 
 

   Illinois Birds Trunk - This trunk is filled with field guides, books, track & egg replicas, videos, DVDs,  CDs with bird  

     replicas that sing!  Designed for grades PreK-8. 

 

     Illinois Prairies Trunk - Prairies were once the dominate landscape of Illinois.   Discover what it was like to live on the prairies 

     by using the pioneer resources.  Designed for grades K-8. 
 

   Illinois State Symbols Trunk - Are you teaching about Illinois?  This trunk contains photos, replicas, actual samples, activity  

     books, and an Illinois Facts section. 
 

Illinois Tree Trunk- Contains a variety of teaching tools including books, videos, maps, lumber samples, tree cookies, forestry 

tools, CD-ROMs, activities, and much more.  Designed for grades PreK-8. 

   Illinois Wild Mammals Trunk - Materials in this lending trunk help students learn about mammals. Contents include: lessons, 

     posters, CD-ROMs, field guides, skulls, fur samples, scat and track replicas and more.  Designed for grades 4-8. 
 

Turkey Box- Provided by the National Wild Turkey Federation, the ―JAKES Education Box‖ contains posters, a video, a CD of 

turkey calls, feathers, fact sheets, lesson plans, and a turkey call.  Designed for grades 4-6. 

Wild about Elk– A product of the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation and the Council for Environmental Education.  It provides a 

summary of the biology and ecology of elk, stressing the importance of habitat to the elk’s survival.  Designed for grades K-12. 
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Expand your curriculum and field experience with a classroom presentation. Using live examples, our naturalists 

will help your students to discover the wonders of nature. 
Fee: $2.00 per person 

Minimum charge: $40.00 

Program Length: 45 minutes 

Teachers may attend programs for free if minimum is met. 

Educational program packets are available for download through the wildlifeprairiestatepark.org website (click 

on Education Center). 

EDUCATIONAL   PROGRAMS 

All activities are correlated 

to the Illinois State 

Learning Standards. 

Feathered Friends 
Feathered Friends brings out the bird lover 

in most students. Meet live ambassador 

species, and get “close-up” as we focus on 

bird characteristics, habitats, and  

adaptations. 

 

Herp, Herp Hurrah!  
Tigers and Leopards are Herps? Oh my! 

Snakes and turtles aren‟t slimy? No lie! En-

ter the exciting world of reptiles and am-

phibians and learn the characteristics of 

each group. A variety of herps are used to 

demonstrate the niche these Creatures fill 

in our environment.  
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Snakes and other reptiles are an important element in 
many of our education programs. 

The Forest Hall Education Center has two classrooms. 
The upper level room can accommodate more than 200, 
and the lower level room (pictured) can seat 100. 

Our Sense-sational World 
A hands-on program designed to introduce 

young children to their five senses and how 

different groups of animals use their senses 

to help them survive. 

Amazing Animals 
Amazing Animals focuses on the five major 

groups of vertebrate animals. From mammals 

to fish, students will learn the distinguishing 

characteristics of each group, and by the 

end are able to answer questions like, “What 

do a wolf and a human have in common?”, 

and “What do birds have, that no other  

animal has?” 
 

 



Predators: 

Theyôre Part of the Picture! 
We will take a look at the important role that 

predators play in our natural world. Students 

will come to appreciate the adaptations that 

help predators catch a good meal, and how prey 

tries to avoid becoming that meal. 

 

Animal Habitats 
Developed for District 150 6th grade classes and 

available to all groups, this program introduces 

the concept of an animal habitat, what is 

needed for a successful habitat, and what 

effects are felt if that habitat is altered or 

destroyed. 

Animal Adaptations 
In the animal kingdom, adaptations are a way 

of life. Students will discover the adaptations 

of several types of animals, and how each  

adaptation is important for survival. 

 

Get the Connection? 
In nature, all things are somehow connected. 

Our planet‟s biodiversity is rapidly changing, 

and some of these connections are being lost.  

Students will be introduced to the concept of 

biodiversity, the relationships between many of 

these organisms, and what we can do to pre-

vent and even correct the damage to many of 

the world‟s ecosystems. 

Birds of prey, like 
the Peregrine 
Falcon (right) are 
used to 
demonstrate the 
many adaptations 
and characteristics 
of birds. 

Birds of Prey 
It's one thing to study biology and it's quite 

another to see the tangible. Right there in 

front of your students there are birds of prey. 

Learn about the species and the individual 

birds. If you have a favorite species, ask us 

about it and we will probably be able to present 

it at your program! 

Don’t see anything that applies to your class? 

Call the Education Department,  676-0998 ext. 6758,  

to design a program to fit your curriculum. 7 

General Animal Program 
The perfect program for mixed audiences!  When 

you schedule your program, you can specify which 

animals you would prefer, and the animals, if 

any, you would not like to be presented.  Topics 

may also be tailored to your needs (e.g. Habitats 

of Illinois or Predators). 



BUILDINGS AND EXHIBITS  

Ticket Gate: 

All money for park admission and Educational Pro-

grams is collected here. Train tickets may also be pur-

chased here with advance notification. 

 

Forest Hall Education Center: 

If your school has registered for an educational 

program, it will be presented in this building. The 

staff member greeting your bus will give you detailed 

instructions when your group arrives. Adjoining this 

building is our Snakes „N More Exhibit featuring 

native reptiles and amphibians. 

 

Visitor Center: 

The Visitor Center houses our Information Desk, 

Museum, Restrooms, Gift Shop, and Video Viewing 

Room. To view Wildlife Prairie State Park orientation 

video, please make arrangements with the  

Information Desk upon arrival. The video is shown on a 

first-come, first-serve basis, and the room can ac-

commodate 65 students at one time. 

 

Ranger Station: Primarily an administrative facility, 

the Ranger Station houses our receptionist and First 

Aid Station. If you need help, please contact either 

the Information Desk, or the Ranger Station. 

Students are not permitted to tour this building.  

 

Tepee Picnic Shelter: Our busiest Picnic Shelter, 

located directly south of the Visitor Center. 

Alternative picnic areas are located throughout the 

park. 

 

Pioneer Picnic Shelter and Playground: The largest 

of our playgrounds. With swings, picnic tables, soda 

and vending machines, a miniature log cabin, and a 

game titled ―How far can you Jump?‖. This area is 

located directly south of the Graham Chapel School 

House, and is a great place to take a break! 

 

Train Museum: Our newest museum component.  

Located within the train depot. The depot shelter also 

contains food for sale, picnic areas, playground and 

public restrooms. 

 

Train Depot: ALL ABOARD!!! 

Fee: $2.00 (ride lasts ½ hour) or $1.00 per loop 

Our miniature train departs approximately every 15 

minutes and travels around the perimeter of the park. 

STUDENTS MUST BE CHAPERONED AT ALL TIMES, 

and train tickets may be purchased at the Train 

Depot, or pre-purchased at the Ticket Gate. 

 

Notes: On busy days, there may be a wait to ride the 

train . . . Please be patient. Large groups are 

encouraged to give notice at registration and to 

purchase tickets at the ticket gate upon arrival. 

The Train does not run in inclement weather, so please 

plan to be flexible. If weather does disrupt your train 

plans, refunds are available from the Ticket Gate. 
 

Hours and 

Dates of 

Train  

Operation: 

Daily: May 1  

through  

October 31. 

Trains begin 

running at 10 am and stop 1 hour before the park 

closes. 

 

Train Depot Playground: 

Located adjacent to the Train Depot. Features include 

swings, a slide, and a train car jungle gym. 

 

Gollywhopper Playground: This unique play area is 

complete with a 50-foot slide, swing set, soda 

machines, and picnic tables. A great place for lunch. 

Swings and slides are a great way to 
relax or burn off some extra energy at the 

Gollywhopper Playground. 8 



REGISTRATION 

Written Reservations are encouraged for self-guided trips only. 

Remove, complete and mail this form to Wildlife Prairie State Park (address below). 

Please make a copy of this form for your records. 

A. School Information 

School Name: 

 

Address:      City, State:       Zip Code: 

 

Telephone: (    )   ext. 

 

Adult in Charge (please print): 

 

B. Field Trip Information  

 

Preferred Field Trip Date (mm/dd/yyyy): 

 

Approximate Arrival Time:    Grade Level: 

 

Number of Students:    Teachers:    Chaperones*: 

 

C. Graham Chapel Schoolhouse (details pg 10) 

__ Yes! I would like to reserve the Graham Chapel Schoolhouse for my students. (Please check one) 

__ 1 hour @ $10 

__ 2 hours @ $20 

__ 3 hours @ $25   Time of day we would like to use the Schoolhouse:   am/pm 

 

D. Classroom Prairie Parents (details pg 12) 

__ Yes! Our class would like to support Wildlife Prairie State Park by becoming Prairie Parents. 

__ Classroom Adoption Ȥ $50 

__ School Adoption Ȥ $300 

Animal our class would like to sponsor:____________________________________ 

School or class name as you would like it to appear on the certificate: 

 

E. Lunch (Check one) 

__ We will be bringing our own lunches 

__ We will be eating at the snack shop 

 

 

 

*Wildlife Prairie State Park requires a 1:10 adult/student ratio Ȥ please plan chaperone attendance accordingly. 

  

 

Mail your registration form to:  
  

Wildlife Prairie State Park  

 c/o Education Department 

 3826 N. Taylor Rd. 

 Hanna City, Illinois 61536 

F. Payment Information (Check one) 

__ We would like to pay in advance, and 

have enclosed a check for $_____________ 

__ We will be paying at the gate upon arrival 



Merrill Woods Loop: Follow this trail to view many  
animal exhibits including Red Fox, Gray Fox, Coyote, 
Bobcat, Cougar, and Black Bear. With three overlook 
bridges, it is possible to view more than one animal at 
a time.  
Approximate walking/viewing time: 30 minutes  

Old Wagon Trail Loop: At the beginning of this 
loop is our Raptor Area housing our resident hawks, 
eagles, owls and vultures. As you continue down the 
beautifully wooded path, you will encounter River Ot-
ters, Bison/Elk overlook, and the entrance to Walden 
Pond. 
Approximate walking/viewing time 25 minutes  

Walden Pond: This unique area is home to several 
species of animals, including Sandhill Cranes, Giant 
Canada Geese, and some wild geese that have moved 
in on their own! The pond is also home to several tur-
tles, amphibians, and fish. 
Approximate walking/viewing time: 10 minutes  

Snakes óN More Exhibit: An indoor exhibit featur-
ing Illinois native snakes, turtles, frogs, toads, and 
salamanders. With educational activities like ñWho 
Croakedò and ñTry Your Hand at Sheddingò, this 
exhibit adds excitement to any field experience. The 
Snakes óN More Exhibit adjoins the Forest Hall 
Education Center. 
Approximate walking/viewing time: 15 minutes  

Animal Nursery: Located directly behind the Visitor  
Center, this area is home to many different animals 
throughout the year. Our park also cares for several 
orphaned animals every year that are temporarily 
housed in this area. From the Animal Nursery, there is 
easy access to the Wolf Overlook. 
Approximate viewing time: 10 minutes  

Bison/Elk Pasture: From several overlooks, stu-
dents can see our 8O+ acre pasture that is home on 
the range to our Bison, Elk, and White-tailed Deer. Be 
sure to join us at 1pm, beginning in late April, for a 
close up view of 
the animal keepers 
as they feed and 
count our herds. 
Pioneer Farm-
stead: Take a step 
back in time, as 
you experience 
our farmstead 
complete with 
farmhouse and animals that you can pet and feed. 
Badger Enclosure: Be sure to stop and say hello to 
our pair of badgers located across from the Pioneer 
Shelter.  
Wolf Enclosure: Behind the Visitor Center and 
along the path as you first enter the animal trails, 
youôll find our resident pack of Grey Wolves roaming, 
lounging, playingð or if your luckyðhowling ! 

Hidden Lake Trail, Herbert B. White Trail,  
Whispering Trail:  
A few walking trails for the nature enthusiast. Enjoy  
the quiet as you walk through these peaceful areas. 
These trails are perfect for independent studies or 
observations. 
Hellige Trail: Adjoining the Merrill Woods Loop, this  
walking trail winds through our woods, runs parallel to  
North Lake, and continues to the French 
Overlook. This trail meets the Old Wagon Trail Loop 
near the Pioneer Pavilion.  Temporarily closed.  
French Overlook:  A tribute to the early French explorers  
in Illinois history ðoverlooks North Lake. 
Overlook Trail: A short walking trail diverging from  
Hellige Trail. This trail ascends to the top of a ridge 
and provides a breathtaking view of North Lake.   
Temporarily closed.  
Floodplain Trail: Not for the faint of heart, this  
3+ mile trail meanders through strip mine country, past  
several of our lakes.  If this is part of your itinerary,  
please pack water, as there are no facilities along this 
trail. Approximate walking time: 2 hours  

Hazelôs Hill Overlook: Experience native sayings 
and sculptures as you view our wildflower hill  
dedicated to the late Mrs. Hazel Rutherford. 
Graham Chapel Schoolhouse: Equipped with all  
the amenities reminiscent of the 1850ôs. 
Furniture, wall ornaments, washbasins, books, 
fireplace, and more adorn this quaint one- room 
schoolhouse. This facility is available to rent by 
contacting the Education Department for details.  
 
 
 
 
 
Prairie View Snack Shop: A sit-down cafeteria with  
burgers, fries, salads, pizza, and much more.  For 
large groups planning to eat here, please make 
arrangements to pre-order. 
 
Train Depot Concession Stand: A wide variety of 
snacks such as popcorn, nachos, cookies, soda, and 
more. Also a great place to purchase train 
memorabilia.  
 
Wildlife Prairie State Park Gift Shop: Packed full 
of gifts and goodies in all price ranges. 
 
Wildlife Prairie State Park Country Store: A 
wonderful array of treats and treasures, including  
candy and souvenirs. 
 
Ice Cream Shop:  Our newest concession provides 
delicious treats including soft serve ice cream, popcorn, 
cookies, drinks and more. 

  GIFT SHOPS & FOOD 
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Canôt Get to Us? 
Weôll bring a naturalist to you with 

Wildlife on the Road! 
We offer Outreach Programs 

November-March. 
All of our educational programs 

(details pg 6 & 7) can be taken on the road, or we 

can customize a program for you! 

Cost of an Outreach Program: 

Fee: $2.00/per person + $.50/mile (round-trip) 

Minimum: $75.00 

Auditorium groups: $300.00 + $.50/mile (round-trip) 

Perfect activity for Back-to-School Night, Open Houses, 

Day Care Centers, and Nursing Homes! 

Amazing Animals ï Always a crowd 

pleaser, this diverse program can be 

modified to suit all age groups. This 

program is designed to introduce the 

five vertebrate families (birds, fish, 

mammals, amphibians, reptiles) and 

show off their ñamazingò characteristics. 

General Animal Program ï 
The perfect program for mixed 

audiences! When you schedule 

your program, you can specify 

which animals you would prefer, 

and the animals, if any, you would 

not like to be presented. Topics 

may also be tailored to your needs 

(e.g. Habitats of Illinois or 

Predators). 

In the Spirit of Giving ï A great 

program for celebrating cultural 

awareness. Students will be introduced 

to different Native American 

celebrations, and come to understand 

how different birds of prey are 

important symbols. Students will also 

learn how they can make a difference, 

and give thanks to our earth.  
Contact  the Education  

Department at 676 -0998  
ext. 6758 to schedule an  

Outreach Program.  
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Spend a Night on the Prairie ï Open to ALL Ages 
Pack your sleeping bag, and head on out to spend a Night in the Wild . 

Join our naturalists for crafts, games, animal program, night hike and train  

ride as we spend the night enjoying the nature around us. Dinner, snack, and 

continental breakfast are also included. 
Register early! Dates fill very quickly!! 

Cost: $425 for 25 people; groups with more than 25 are 

charged an additional $17/person. 

Deposit: $100 deposit required within 14 days of registration. 

 

 

Classroom/School Prairie Parents 
Has your class or school ever considered being a ñparentò to a wolf or bear? If 

they have, then what better way to indulge them than becoming a sponsor to one 

of our animals. Your sponsorship helps the Wildlife Prairie State Park staff give 

our wildlife the best possible care throughout the year. Sponsorships are valid 

for one year, and the levels of contribution are: 

 

 Classroom Parent - $50/year: 
  When your class decides to become a Prairie Parent, 

 they will receive an adoption certificate, poster of your animal, your class name  posted 

 on our Prairie Parent board, and an animal fact packet with games and I information for 

 the whole class to enjoy. 

 

 School Parent - $300/year: When your entire school decides to become Prairie Parents, 

 the school will receive an adoption certificate, poster of your animal, your school name on our 

 Prairie Parents board, animal fact packet, a Prairie Parent plaque, and an Animal Program 

 presented by one of Wildlife Prairie State Parkôs naturalists . . .in your auditorium! 

 

 

Attention Scouts!!  
Wildlife Prairie State Park offers a variety of weekend badge programs 

for Junior Girl Scouts, and Boy Scouts. 

Programs run year-round, and are hosted by registered counselors. 

To schedule a Private Badge Day for any age level, please call well in advance. 

Please call 676-0998 ext 6758 for availability and current program schedule. 
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